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Psychology of a cover-up

ECOLOGIST INVESTIGATES

TOXINS

‘People call me to find out whether 
their cancer or endocrine disease has 
come from their time at the college’

When PCB transformers exploded in a New York university  
in 1991, contaminating the campus with dioxins, it set Eric 

Francis Coppolino on the path to becoming an environmental 
journalist. Here he explains why he’s still telling the story 18 
years later – and why the authorities are still refusing to listen

New Paltz
Why I Can’t Give Up On
Dioxin Dorms:
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Hormonally yours…
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Media toxicity

A shared burden

Fission for the truth

‘Being ignored has a tendency to turn 
to fuel; to convert a modest drive to 
get the story right into an obsession’ 
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From one small town 
to everywhere…
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